
Genus ABS have been a leading provider of silage additive for the last 25 years. 
Genus ABS’ Powerstart silage additive is supported and endorsed by IBERS (Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences) at 
Aberystwyth in Wales. Read on to find out what makes Powerstart unique and different.
 

  The Genus ABS Grass Silage Additive Range

POWERSTART Xpress 
Easy to use, ‘brewed’ on your farm and ready 
for application in just a few hours!
• Add water at 35°C and cover, then just 2½ hours later 

Xpress is ready to use.
• Xpress is available in packs to treat 150 and 300 

tonnes of forage.
• Delivered directly to your farm.

POWERSTART Instant 
Convenient to use... just add water and go!
• Instant is available in packs to treat 100 tonnes of 

forage (each pack contains 4 x 25 tonne sachets).

• Delivered directly to your farm.

• Approved by the ‘Organic Farmers and  
Growers’ for organic systems.

GRAPH ONE: JUST TWO OF THE POSITIVE EFFECTS FROM USING 
POWERSTART
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Source: King, 2018 The more palatable your silage, the better intakes should be.

Partly because they want to eat more, and partly because each mouthful is so nutritious, your cows win with Powerstart! 

All the Powerstart products deliver 1 million AberF1 bugs to each gram of forage lifted. All you need to do is decide which one to use…

Powerstart 
fed

Non-Powerstart 
fed

No. of 
cows 11,621 13,415

No. of 
herds 49 54

Days open 125 135

TABLE ONE: RMS HERDS INCLUDED IN ANALYSIS

Source: Genus 2011
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GRAPH TWO: COMPARISON OF DAYS OPEN

By using Powerstart you’ll benefit in fertility alone by £50* per cow per year. 
(*Figures from Promar, December 2018)
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There are two main groups of sugars in grasses – simple and complex. 
In less favourable conditions the amount of simple sugar, the sugar 
that other additives or nature rely upon, can dip to critical levels. 
Powerstart contains AberF1, Lactobacillus plantarum bacteria that 
can utilise the fructan sugar in the crucial days immediately after the 
clamp is sealed or the bale is wrapped. Because AberF1 accesses 
both the simple and complex sugars to fuel the fermentation it is 
both fast and efficient. A fast, efficient fermentation means fewer 
losses during the fermentation process, resulting in more of the 
quality brought in from the field, remaining available for the cow. 

By analysing data derived from our Reproductive 
Management Systems (RMS), at Genus ABS we’ve 
identified remarkable fertility benefits linked 
to feeding Powerstart treated silage. Across a 
massive sample involving over 25,000 breedings 
we observed that cows fed Powerstart treated 
silage had a shorter calving interval – 10 days 
shorter on average. This means more days in milk 
and with a value of £5 per day that’s £50 per cow 
per year – much more than it would cost to treat 
silage with Powerstart.  

Product Approved for Use in
Organic Systems

  *The AberF1 bacteria, used uniquely in all the Powerstart products is approved by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) under the 
approval number 1k20713.

 



Powerstart Xtra adds another dimension to the Powerstart range... 
Although clamp consolidation and sealing still has the greatest impact on aerobic stability, 
Powerstart Xtra now helps farmers produce silage that stays cooler for longer, while still 
benefiting from the fast, lactic fermentation qualities of Powerstart too! See graph three.   

POWERSTART Xtra POWERSTART
Source: Davies 2011
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GRAPH THREE: AEROBIC STABILITY
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• Ensure you grow good quality, nutritious forage crops. The 
resulting silage quality will depend directly on what you grow.

• Apply the correct amount of fertiliser and take account of nutrients 
added in the form of slurry and FYM.

• Ensure grass fields are free of ruts, loose stones and molehills.

• Be flexible regarding a cutting date. Cut when the crop is ready, 
sugars are high, N is low and the weather is likely to be good. 

• Make sure your contractor knows your intentions – including 
to use additive.

• Cut the crop when it is dry and the weather forecast is good.

• Leave the swath as wide as possible or ted grass straight away 
to promote a fast wilt, reducing moisture and increasing sugar 
concentrations. Leave at least three inches of grass aftermath.

• Use the best Powerstart additive to suit your requirements 
ensuring a fast, lactic fermentation.

• The clamp needs to be filled fast at silage making time, making 
sure there are no air pockets. Roll as you fill and minimise the 
length of time the silage is exposed to air. Completely seal the 
clamp so that the lactic acid fermentation can begin. 

• Once open, the face should be crossed within four days. A block 
cutter or shear grab should be used and only silage that will be 
fed that day should be removed from the clamp.

TOP TIPS TO HELP YOU MAKE GREAT SILAGE

Convenient to use... just add water and go!
• Xtra is a two part product - Powerstart Instant makes up half while Genus Xtra 
• makes the other.

• Powerstart Xtra is available in packs to treat 100 tonnes of forage.

• Delivered directly to your farm. 

• Approved by the ‘Organic Farmers and Growers’ or organic systems.

POWERSTART Xtra 

Product Approved for Use in
Organic Systems

POWERSTART +

DIAGRAM ONE: CHEMICAL PATHWAY
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The chemical pathway achieved with Xtra and the result.  

                              

As many farmers look to make drier silage 
many want the best of both worlds – a 

super-fast fermentation and aerobic 
stability at feed-out. Silage that stays 
cooler for longer in the trough while at 
the same time being so palatable that 
intakes are not compromised. Launched 
in 2015, Powerstart Xtra is the newest 

additive in the Genus ABS range.

Genus Breeding Ltd, Alpha Building, London Road, Nantwich, CW5 7JW, Telephone: 01270 616681 Fax: 01270 616702 

GENUS Ultra Low Volume
Convenient to use... just add water and go!
• Not Powerstart but still a L plantarum based 

additive 
• Designed to be applied at ultra low volumes – from 

just 40ml per tonne of forage 
• Genus ULV is available in packs to treat 100 tonnes 

of forage.
• Delivered directly to your farm.

If you’re in a hurry but still want the reassurance and benefit of 
treated silage …
If you or your contractor don’t feel there’s time to fill up with water throughout 
the day while harvesting then Genus Ultra Low Volume can be the answer. 
This is not Powerstart but it does contain lactic acid producing bacteria, so 
can still help you provide your cows with palatable, nutritious silage. The 
Lactobacillus plantarum bacteria in Genus ULV is approved by the European 
Food Safety Authority under the approval number 1k20723.

The benefits gained from using Genus ULV can be seen in the clamp 
including reduced effluent loss and then in terms of the performance of the 
cow including improved live-weight gain, and increased milk production too.  

  (January 2019)
 


