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diesel and another recent quotation 
for cement highlighted that a 
member had been paying nearly 
£60.00/tonne too much.  Remember 
to give us a try the next time you are 
looking for a quote for inputs. Fuel, 
Fertiliser, Aggregates, Ready Mix 
Concrete,  Fencing Materials are just a 
small selection of what we can offer.

The national roll out of the land 
based Pre-Apprenticeship scheme is 
now well under way.  BMR has four 
Pre-Apprentices out on 6 month work 
placement with Mentor Businesses.  
This is a great opportunity to 
introduce much needed young 
people into the land based sector and 
can be hugely rewarding for Mentor 
businesses involved.  We are now in 
a position to take notes of interest 
from land based businesses who may 
be interested in becoming a Mentor 
for the July 2020 intake.  For more 
information see the advert later on 
in the newsletter or give us a call to 
discuss.

Lastly, BMR was proud to make it 
through as a finalist in the Rural 
Business category of the Scottish 
Land & Estates - Helping it Happen 
Awards  held recently in Edinburgh.  
It was a real showcase of the hugely 
diverse and innovative businesses 
that operate within the Scottish rural 
sector. MB
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It has been a busy harvest for the 
team here at BMR. The catchy 

weather has meant there have been 
plenty of requests to find back-up 
combines, trailers and balers to get 
fields cleared before the weather 
broke. In quite a few cases this year, 
even when the usual combine arrived 
on farm, the weather window was 
still too narrow and BMR was called.  

If you use a contractor anyway and 
are charged on an acreage basis, it 
doesn’t cost any more to get some 
extra help from available machines 
within the BMR pool.  The straw 
market has had a slow start this year 
with bigger yields resulting in prices 
coming back substantially on last 
year and buyers reluctant to commit 
too early.  It’s still important for us to 
know if you have spare to sell later 
on.  Just let us know at the office and 
we will add it to the database.

Sourcing farm inputs competitively 
is a big part of what we do for our 
membership.  It saves you time 
phoning round and ensures you are 
not paying over the odds for loyalty.  
Please do not think that because 
you farm on a big scale you cannot 
benefit by purchasing through BMR.  
We recently saved a member around 
£500.00 on a tanker load of tractor 

32nd  ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING of BORDERS

MACHINERY RING LTD.

will be held in the Salmon Room,
BUCCLEUCH ARMS HOTEL,  

St Boswells
on WEDNESDAY  

6th NOVEMBER, 7.30pm

Speaker: Alex Cacciamani, Borderlink
Broadband, CCTV & Sensor Solutions 

for BMR Members

Nominations for new Directors 
should be sent to the BMR 

office by post by close 
of business on Thursday 
31st October 2019. 
 Forms available on 

request from the office.

  Land based Pre-Apprenticeship 
Scheme – Telehandler Training
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PRE - APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME
Scottish Government Funding 
approval for National Roll Out

BMR can offer 7 placements for the Scheme in 2020. 
Please contact BMR for details or to register interest on 01896 758091

Previously known as the ‘Ringlink Internship’, the programme has evolved to become accredited 
by the Scottish Rural College (SRUC) in 2017 as the Land-Based Pre-Apprenticeship (SCQF level 
4). The programme is an industry recognised progression route into the land-based sector and 
continues to prove highly successful in attracting young people into the sector, whether from an 
agricultural or non-agricultural background alike. The pre-apprenticeship provides a meaningful 
introduction into practical working environments, giving young people an insight into the range 
of vocational opportunities that the sector can offer through a structured programme of work-
based learning and mentoring.

Pre-Apprenticeship Format:
DEVELOPMENT: Programme starts in June with a 3 week induction

TRAINING COURSES: Up to £1500 of training, an element tailored to individual needs
MENTORING: 26 weeks full-time employment, typically working 40hrs per week on a suitable rural business

HANDS ON APPROACH: Earn while you learn in the rural sector. 
Payment in accordance with Scottish Agricultural Wages Board (SAWB)

Farmer mentors play a crucial but rewarding role on the 
placement with a huge responsibility not only providing 
the young person with practical knowledge but providing 
an environment to encourage a good work ethic as well as 

social and communication skills.

BMR, Leader House, Mill Road, Earlston, TD4 6DG

Testimonials from previous Mentors:

If you are interested in finding out more about the scheme either as a candidate 
or a farmer mentor please let us know at the BMR office on 01896 758091

“We decided to become a Mentor as we believed we could offer opportunities 
to a young person, keen and willing to learn about the agricultural industry. 
Essentially, we offered our intern guidance through a structured scheme, with 
the support of Ringlink providing additional training certifications. I would 
definitely recommend the programme to other businesses.” 
Scott Mather (Mentor 2016) 

“It’s a programme that warrants support as we need to do our bit to 
develop the skills of the next generation. As mentors our role is to primarily 
provide a safe working environment, guidance and knowledge transfer. 
I would recommend the scheme to fellow farmers, it’s good having a 
structured training programme for staff coming through the business. It 
has provided us with some challenges, stimulated discussion and made us 
question ‘why we do what we do’.” 
Roger Polson, (Mentor 2016)

“I volunteered as the scheme is 
a good way to bring people through 
the business, train them up and 
hopefully retain them in the longer 
term. The internship takes care of 
the mandatory and legal necessities, 
overall helping the business.” 
Gordon Whiteford, (Mentor 2016)

P A R T N E R
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 Schools Careers Events 
BMR, in conjunction with the Royal Highland 
Education Trust (RHET), attended the Scottish 
Borders High Schools Careers Events last 
winter. We took general industry careers 
information with us and used Lantra banners 
to promote the stand. We learned that 
competition for students from all industries 
and sectors is keen, so the Rural Sector must 
be represented. 

We sought help from our younger farmers 
including Jack Parsons (Mertoun) & Neil 
Thomson (BASF) at Earlston High School,  
Ewan Pate (Craigsford Mains) at Galashiels 
Academy, Joanna Forster (Chapel Farm) at 
Selkirk, Amy Park (Drinkstone) at Hawick, 
Emily Douglas,  (Ruletownhead) at Jedburgh, 
Alistair Watson (Belvedere, Eddleston) at 

Amy Park, Robert Neill and Jill Dickson at Hawick

PTO Yokes, Tubes, Crosses, Guards, Wide Angle  -  Huge Selection    
Over 40 Tonnes of wearing parts in stock for Ploughs & Power Harrows 

Combine Belts, Fingers, Chopper Blades, Sections, Filters etc 

Agriparts Borders Ltd, Spylaw Road, Kelso TD5 8DL.    Tel: 01573 226 526  
email: info@agriparts.co.uk   www.agriparts.co.uk

Try the Holemaker TCT Cutters, Reamers & Step Drills 

Designed to be used in Impact Drills & Wrenches. 

3 Year Warranty on all Metabo & Milwaukee Machines 

HUGE Range of Hand Tools & Accessories by :- 

MILWAUKEE, IRWIN, TENG, UNIOR & BAHCO 

A big thank you to AGRIPARTS (BORDERS) LTD in Kelso who supplied 
SAFETY BOOTS and WELLIES for our Pre-Apprentices this year.

(continued overleaf)
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C A R E E R S

Peebles and James Allan (Crosslaw Farm) at Eyemouth 
High School. Thank you to everyone who lent a hand. 

This year we will attend all the above High Schools 
Careers Events including Berwickshire High School.  
If you can spare a couple of hours to help out at your 
local High School we would love to hear from you. 
In addition, if you have any innovative props you can 
lend please contact Jill at the BMR Office.

Schools Careers Events
(continued)

▲  Emily Douglas and Michael Bayne at Jedburgh

  Ewan Pate helping at Galashiels

  Joanna Forster at Selkirk

BMR HAS A LONG ASSOCIATION WITH AF

AF services bring benefits to your rural business
TELECOMS -The AF telecoms 
portfolio brings together mobile, 
landline and broadband, offering 
members a varied and diverse mix 
of products. The Telecoms team 
will work with you to meet your 
business requirements. There 
are many benefits to using AF 
Telecoms, including, a range of 
mobile tariff options from £0 pay 
as you use,  purchase of new and 
refurbished mobile phones and 
tablets, finance option with 0% 
interest rate, cash back rebate 

rewards for members, a range of 
protection accessories, managed 
support desk. 

FUEL-LPG-many BMR members 
benefit from the considerable 
buying power of AF, to purchase 
their harvest bulk gas. The savings 
can amount to 10ppl or more, with 
similar tank rental prices. For those 
wishing to change suppliers, please 
contact the office in January to 
start the process in time for harvest 
or register you interest now.

ENERGY-AF provides market 
leading electricity, mains gas and 
non-domestic water and PPA 
(Power Purchase Agreement) 
contracts. Do check what we can 
save you by getting a quotation.

Please contact the BMR office 
prior to any contracts finishing 
for competitive quotes for your 
utilities. We aim to provide market 
leading rates with excellent service 
to help you run your business 
efficiently.  

FERTILISER With the fertiliser market in Scotland 
appearing to be stagnant at present, 
in an attempt to get the market going, 
some companies are offering good 
prices with delivery November and pay 
February 2020.

The currency rate is still dictating most 
imported fertiliser prices as markets have 

continued to remain relatively flat.
Do get in contact with the BMR office to 
see if we can get you a good quote with 
perhaps delayed payment or a monthly 
payment plan factored in. 
When you buy fertiliser, there is no BMR 
levy added, so what you are quoted, is 
what you pay.
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EMERGENCY 
FIRST AID AT 
WORK+F

22nd Oct and 
15th Nov

One day course; a general 
course but instructor 
specialises in outdoor, lone or 
remote situations

BMR

TELEHANDLER
19th Dec

refresher course- lift trucks-
must have previous formal 
training

TBC

25th Nov
Telehandler course. Machine 
must have LOLER

TELEHANDLER 
OR COUNTER-
BALANCE

26th & 27th 
Nov

2 day course for those with 
little experience-machine 
needs LOLER

TBC

TWO DAY 
TRACTOR 
DRIVING

17th & 18th 
Dec

Two day course covering 
health and saftey, basic 
controls, PTO and 3 point 
linkage. 

TBC

13+ 2 DAY 
TRACTOR 
DRIVING

7th & 8th 
Nov

Two day course for younger 
drivers St Boswells

ATV
7th Nov

ATV sit astride or sit in Winton 
Castle, 

Pencaitland

6th & 7th 
Nov

ATV sit astride or sit in Winton 
Castle or 
on-site

CHAINSAW
28th & 29th 

Nov

2 day basic chainsaw 
maintenance & cross-cutting 
(CMCC)

TBC

27th Nov
1 day CMCC refresher-must 
have previous formal training

PESTICIDES-
SPRAY 
OPERATOR

Dec-Feb
Spray operator courses 
leading to City & Guilds 
Awards

BMR

w/c 2nd Dec
PA12 continuous process - 
assessment

At your site

CHERRY PICKER
Can be 

arranged

a ITSSAR / TOPS Registered 
1 day Basic Mobile Boom 3b 
Category Cherry Picker Course 

Selkirk

DRIVER CPC Please register your interest Selkirk

Fire Marshall
29th Oct

Half day 9am-1pm Newtown St 
Boswells

IOSH Managing 
Safely 

TBC Newtown St 
Boswells

Manual Handling 
Winter

Half day course St Boswells/
your site

Working at 
heights

Winter
Half day course St Boswells/

your site

Abrasive wheel
Winter

Half day course St Boswells/
your site

NPORS tickets

Any

NPORS courses can be 
arranged for various 
machines including tractors, 
excavators, lift trucks, loading 
shovels

At your 
venue or 
Bo’ness

Financial 
Records-
Budgeting

20th Feb
Budgeting Course for farm 
administrators & rural sector BMR

T R A I N I N G

Please call the office to book your place

BMR Winter Training Courses Training with…
BMR provides training to both members and 
non-members through our services company, Borders 
Area Services Ltd or BASL. We organise both Lantra 
assessed courses and City & Guilds assessed awards at a 
time and place to suit you. 

Our training covers both legislative and non-legislative 
requirements and bespoke or in-house training. 

Please contact the office with any training enquiry and 
we will help you to find a course to suit. Course dates 
are published regularly in our correspondence, and spare 
places are advertised on our Twitter & Facebook pages.

E-learning

The weather was going to break and I still had 28 acres 
of Wheat to cut, my contractor couldn’t get to me for 
another few days. I called BMR first thing and a combine 
was here by lunchtime. A very efficient service and the 
field was cut just before the rain came!  Thank you.

   Tom Walker, Cammerlaws, Westruther

Roadhead Farm Feeds 
recently signed up their 
staff to take the online 
'Health & Safety on Farms' 
course. Below, they outline 
the benefits of this training for us. 

Here at Roadhead we find the Lantra online courses a great 
help, it means that new employees can do the training as 
part of their working day and don’t have to waste time 
travelling.  

The courses are straightforward, clear, concise and geared 
specifically for agriculture. We have had more people 
put through these courses because they are online and 
effectively ‘on site’.   

We find this training is much more effective than handing 
out guidance books for employees to read, with these 
courses we know they have read and understood the 
context, putting us, as employers, in a better position.  The 
fact that these courses are certificated and recognised 
widely means that our employees are also happy to receive 
their certificate at the end of their training. 
 Isobel Brown, Roadhead Farm Feeds
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V E H I C L E  A N D  M A C H I N E R Y  D E A L S

Ex Demo & Hire machine rebate is 1/3 of new equipment

SCOTTISH MACHINERY RINGS
                 CASE IH Ring Rebate £
Quantum 560

Farmall A & C 560

Luxxum 855

Maxxum 1015

Farmlift Telehandler 1015

Puma/Puma cvx up to inc 175 1090

Puma/Puma cvx 185 & above 2040

Optum 2230

MAGNUM 2420

Magnum RowTrac 2800

STX 3275

R BALER 665

B BALER 1750

COMBINE 3275

 Case IH Rebate 2019

Exclusive discounts for 
Border Machinery Ring 
members on all  
Toyota models

Please contact your Border 
Toyota Dealership

St Boswells
Allan Ralston 07971 195155 
or 01835 826379

Fleet Deals  
through BMR

BMR members qualify for excellent 
fleet discounts on Pick-Ups, Vans and 

Cars across the Ford and Toyota Ranges.

★ Up to 22% on Toyota Hilux
★ Up to 21% on Ford Ranger

Mention you are a BMR Member when 
speaking to your local dealer or give 
us a ring at BMR to find out more.

BMR is working with Diesel 24 to 
provide a range of fuel cards so you 
have the convenience of using your 
local fuel pumps whilst getting a 
discounted price.

Diesel 
Fuel 
Cards

During the sign-up process you will 
be contacted by Diesel 24 who will 
help choose the best card for you. 
This will be determined by how 
many miles you travel and what 
filling station(s) you are most likely 
to use. 

Further member benefits include:
■ Help/Advice to choose the Best 

Card for you

■  Simple application process
■  Weekly prices emailed
■  On average 4ppl less than pump 

prices
■  No hidden costs/charges
■  No limit on number of cards/

vehicles
■  No more lost receipts invoices 

emailed directly

Call the BMR Office for more details

Winter Supplies
We can get you best delivered prices on 

WINTER GRIT & SALT,  
IN TOTES OR BAGGED

WINTER FUEL ADDITIVE
LOGS, PELLET & WOODCHIP

KEROSENE
Call the Ring in good time for all your supplies

Entries to be submitted 

to bmr@ringleader.co.uk 

before 15th November. 

Winner to be chosen 

at Agriscot
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F A R M  S U P P L I E S  &  L A B O U R

■ A 16 year old can only drive an agricultural 
tractor on a provisional licence going to, 
taking and returning from their test if they fail. 
Until they are 17yrs old they are restricted to a 
tractor with a maximum width (including trailers 
or attachments) of 2.45m wide and can only 
pull a single axle or close coupled tandem 
axle trailer. Close coupled means the distance 
between the centres of the axles does not 
exceed 840mm.
■ A category F (tractor) licence is 
automatically issued as part of a car licence. 
A separate trailer licence is not required for a 
tractor and trailer.
■ To drive an agricultural vehicle which 
is not a tractor (combine, telehandler, self 
propelled sprayer etc) you need a car licence but 
are subject to age related weight bands. 17 up 
to 3.5 tonnes, 18 up to 7.5 tonnes and to exceed 
7.5 tonnes you must be 21 or over. For these 
classes of vehicles driver who passed their test 
after 1st January 1997 should sit a trailer test 
if they wish to tow with one of these vehicles.
■ To drive a vehicle steered by its tracks 
(Challenger but not Quadtrac as this is steered 
by articulation or a tracked combine) you will 
require to sit a test and obtain a category H 
licence.

The law requires that employers make sure 
their risk assessment for young people 

under the age of 18 takes full account of 
their inexperience, immaturity and lack of 
awareness of relevant risks. But knowledge 
of the law regarding vehicle licences is also 
vital. Here is a reminder of the scope of 
driving licence law.

The law regarding 
Driving Licences

F U E L

	

	

	
Premium	Quality	from	New	Zealand	

BMR	member	discounts	on	all	Products	
Electric	Fencing	(Call	for	a	Farm	Visit	with	onsite	Specialist	Advice)	

Weighing	and	EID	Equipment	
Birth	Alarms	for	Horses	

Farm	Toys	(Brochure	on	request	from	BMR	office)	

	

Farmers throughout the 
country have been reporting 
problems with diesel and 
filters on storage tanks, tractor 
and combines that become 
repeatedly blocked. Following 
further investigation it seems 
like the issue could be related 
to an increase in the fatty acid 
methyl ester (FAME) content 
of diesel fuel.  For further 
information see the news 
section of the BMR website 
at www.ringleader.co.uk

BMR can supply additives to 
help remedy this problem or 
act as a preventative option.  
Contact the office for further 
information

FUEL ISSUES…

If you have a building project or 
repair to do over the winter, please 
call the Ring to price materials  
and to hire machines and 
equipment for you. We will compare 
delivered rates from companies who 
can supply when you require. This will 
allow you to get on with the planning 
and us to get you best deals. 

There are several companies who can 
supply most of our members, so take 
the chance to make savings by taking 
quotes. We will source casual and 
skilled labour to help. 

BMR members have consistently 
benefited from our service when 

 Farm Plastic Waste 
As of 1st of January’19 SEPA have strictly enforced the requirements of waste 
legislation, bringing to an end the practice of burning most types of agricultural 
waste on farms – compliance with this is non-negotiable!

BMR is working very closely with a number of waste recycling companies – 
allowing farms to comply with SEPA’s requirements.  Collections can be done 
on an individual farm basis or farms can join together for a single collection. 
Contracts can be offered to Arable farms based on an acreage farmed and 
mixed/livestock farms can be done on a bagged price.  Bags can be collected or 
taken to recycling centre - waste requires to be sorted by type. 

Individual types of plastic have different future uses, according to their specific 
characteristics and properties, so it is important to separate materials into the 
following categories:
• Clear plastic film (eg clear shavings bale shrink wrap)  • Silage sheet
• Silage wrap • Plastic feed bags • Paper feed bags
• Woven polypropylene bags (fertiliser or seed bags) • Baler twine
• Net wrap • Dry cardboard • Spray/dairy chemical   
     containers
Working with a recycling company allows the farmer to comply with legislation 
– receiving a receipt for waste, providing the evidence required! For more 
information contact BMR.

Fencing supplies
BMR has secured great deals for 
electric fencing supplies. We also 
supply pallet deals on traditional 
fencing products including 
creosoted posts. Again, we 
cannot emphasise enough, call 
us for a quote.

Building Materials, Hire Equipment and Labour

ordering ready mix concrete, 
aggregate, cement, fuel tanks, 
geotextiles, drainage pipe & 
equipment hires to name but a few. 
We can also arrange welding gas and 
LPG gas in cylinders on exceptional 
rates.



Visit  the BMR Ltd. website on www.ringleader.co.uk

B M R  M E M B E R S '  U P D A T E

WEDNESDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2019
at Ingliston, Edinburgh

Come and see BMR at the Scottish 
Machinery Ring Stand, Highland Hall

BMR is delighted to assist the Border Union 
Agricultural Society with provision of Tup  
Taxis at the annual Tup Sale in September.  
We in turn are indebted to all those who give 
up time to help out, by supplying ATVs, trailers 
and drivers. So a big thank you from BMR!
❚ If you can help out next year, please call the office. 

(right) Tup transport ready to roll

Taxis at Kelso Tup Sales 2019  
- big ‘thank-you’!
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Fuel can be ordered when 
you notice the tank needs 

a top up.  A simple quick 
process or touch of a button 
to repeat your usual order 
and an automatic email confirmation is sent back to 
the farm office.  Some members are also getting their 
staff to download the APP for convenience.
The App can be downloaded at Google Play for 
Android and The App Store for Apple devices.

BMR APP: A handy tool to order your 
fuel – and more …

I needed a Safety guard for a PTO driven saw-bench; 
and was delighted to receive an email by return. 
Fiona at BMR put me in touch with an engineer 
called Alistair Moir. 
I can highly recommend BMR and their very efficient 
customer service as well as Mr Moir who came over 
next day to check out saw bench and then designed 
and made and fitted said safety cage with  
48 hours. Bravo to you all. 

Piers Methuen , Elliston farm , St Boswells

 MEMBER FEEDBACK REQUIRED

As a Co-op it is important that BMR have regular 
feedback from our members. We would 

appreciate if you could take 5-10 minutes of your 
time to complete the survey at the link below. 
It is crucial that we know what services you may 
require in the future and as a member (and therefore 
owner) it is also important that you understand what 
we can offer you. 
All members who complete the survey and provide 
their name will be entered into a prize draw for two 
hospitality tickets to Kelso races.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MJMH5BK 
(Please note -  This link can be found on our website:  
www.ringleader.co.uk)

Livestock 
Services
Do call us for any livestock request. 
We can supply holiday cover labour, 
temporary short term cover, labour 
for specific jobs, pregnancy scanning, 
foot trimming and dipping.
We have a range of suppliers for 
feed (minerals, straights, rock salt, 
compounds & new feed products). 
Also home produced barley, oats, 
wheat, straw and forage. 
Call to get the best deal on quantity 
delivered in bulk, totes or bags.


