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Harvest 2021 in the Borders has been 
relatively straight forward for most. 

Settled weather has meant that grain 
was combined reasonably dry and 
therefore the issues with reduced grain 
intake and storage locally along with a 
lack of HGV drivers were perhaps not as 
serious as they could have been had we 
had a wet harvest.

The good weather meant there has 
been less demand for back up balers 
and combines this summer although 
requests for both casual and skilled 
labour have increased substantially. The 
shortage of labour in agriculture has 
been building for several years but has 
now been compounded by shortages 
in other sectors and fewer EU nationals 
now in the UK. There are no short-term 
solutions. The basic problem is a lack 
of people and somehow, as an industry 
we need to make a career in farming 
or the wider land-based sector more 
attractive. 

BMR is playing a small part along 
with Borders College by promoting 
and delivering the Pre-Apprenticeship 
Scheme to young people. We are 
building a bank of mentor businesses 
who could offer a 6-month work 
placement, but we need more to get 
a wider geographical spread. It takes 
commitment becoming a mentor 
business, but it can be extremely 
rewarding introducing a young person 
to the industry through a structured 
programme. We are very proud that 
over 80% of pre-apprentices who 
have gone through the scheme in 
Scotland have stayed within the land-
based sector and hope that Scottish 

Government will continue to support 
this vital scheme going forward.

Farm input inflation is a real concern 
going forward and is going to have 
an impact on enterprise margins in 
the coming year. As I write this on 6th 
October, natural gas prices in the UK 
have risen 37% in 24hrs to a record 
£4.00/therm and then dropped back 
when Russia announced they may turn 
the tap on a bit more. In February 2020 
the price was 9p/therm. 

This market volatility looks set to 
remain and results in higher risk to 
business and the temptation for some 
suppliers to profiteer. BMR can help 
members source their inputs by getting 
quotes from several suppliers. Fuel fixed 
pricing is one example of where we 
have combined member buying power 
this year. This year we fixed a price for 
1.5 million litres of Gas Oil from March 
to November at 54.1ppl. If you still 
have fixed fuel litreage to draw down, 
make sure you do so before the 30th 
November as the current spot price 
is now significantly higher at around 
69ppl. Depending on the market at 
the time, we will be looking to offer a 
fixed deal for members in 2022. If you 
are interested, let us know at the office 
and we can start building a picture of 
combined member requirements.

Fertiliser and chemical prices have also 
increased substantially over the last 
year. We have seen several members 
take the view that it may be better to 
plan ahead and get product onto farm 
prior to Christmas in case of further 
price or supply issues in the new year. 
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Please get in touch if you would like to 
discuss your requirements. 

Autumn is also a good time to review 
your training requirements for you and 
your staff. Our training course calendar 
can be found on Page 3.

Our summarised accounts for both 
BMR and BASL are included within this 
newsletter and show another healthy 
set of results for the year ending April 
2021. BMR continues to grow as your 
business and as a result of your support. 
Thank you. 

We hope you can join us at our AGM at 
7.30pm on Wednesday 3rd November at 
the Buccleuch Arms, St Boswells.  MB

34th  ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING of 

BORDERS MACHINERY
RING Ltd.

will be held in the Salmon Room at 
The BUCCLEUCH ARMS HOTEL 

St Boswells on  
WEDNESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER,  

at 7.30pm
Speaker: TREVOR JACKSON 
—  JACKSON DISTILLERS  —

Born out of Charlesfield Farm in the Scottish 
Borders, this will be the first, and only, Scottish 
Borders based producer of single grain whisky 

spirit and grain neutral spirit using 100% Scottish 
water and cereals of proven traceable origin.

Nominations for new Directors should be sent 
to the BMR office by post/email by close of 

business on Thursday 28th October 2021. 
Forms available on request from the office
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Wholesale prices 
are rising
Natural gas prices in the UK and Europe are rising to 

record levels, impacting fertiliser, feed and domestic 
energy prices in the process. 

E N E R G Y  C R I S I S

CONTACT BMR FOR 
ALL YOUR WOODFUEL 

REQUIREMENTS

❚  Woodchip 
❚  Pellets 
❚  Logs
❚ Roundwood
❚  Delivered  

or Self Uplift

PROCESSING  
& CHIPPING MACHINERY 
AVAILABLE WITH 
QUALIFIED OPERATORS

01896  01896  
758091758091

AUTUMN 
FERTILISER 
COMPETITIVE 

PRICES
WHY NOT GIVE BMR  
A TRY FOR A QUOTE

01896 
758091

Prolonged cold winter
Last winter saw prolonged cold 
weather in Europe and record cold 
temperatures in Northeast Asia. 
This led to very high gas prices both 
in Asia and Europe as gas stocks 
in Europe have taken longer to 
replenish. Significant Liquid Natural 
Gas (LNG) volumes “displaced” from 
Europe to Asia, particularly China.

Rising demand
Increased Asian gas demand during 
summer has further limited LNG 
imports to Europe and driven prices 
upwards. As more businesses reopen 
fully after the coronavirus economic 
slowdown and we head towards the 
peak winter months, demand will 
increase further.

Lack of wind
The UK is increasingly using 
renewable sources of energy such 
as wind and solar to generate 
energy, but unseasonably calm 
weather has meant wind farms 
have not produced as much energy 
as expected. This is consequently 
pushing up the price of traditional 
fuels such as natural gas and 
electricity.

Supply disruption
Despite the UK’s increase in 
renewable energy, we still import 
a large proportion of gas. Supply 
from Russia is significantly lower 
than usual which is leaving storage 
levels at record lows. Furthermore, 
droughts in China and Brazil 
have led to lower hydropower 
generations, meaning there’s more 
competition for gas which is having 
an inflationary effect.

A fire at an interconnector between 
Britain and France on Wednesday 
exacerbated disruption further as it 
will reduce imports from France until 
March according to National Grid. 
This resulted in an increase of over 
18% in the already record UK day-
ahead price.

What does the future look like?
Whilst no one has a crystal ball 
there are signs that the current 
conditions will subside and prices 
will cool off. Windier conditions are 
forecast from the end of September 
which will reduce the demand for 
energy generated from traditional 
fuels. Russian LNG storage levels 
are currently low which is causing 

concern in the market, however this 
could be offset by the completed 
Nord Stream 2 Pipeline into Germany 
at the beginning of 2022, as well as 
Norway’s Troll gas field now coming 
back online following a period 
of maintenance. New UK inter-
connectors with Norway and France 
are also set to go live by the end of 
2021, which will potentially increase 
import to the UK by 3000 MWh 
compared to last winter.

What we’re doing  
to help Members

AF Electricity
The inflationary pressures on the 
wholesale market are considered 
transitory and the long-term outlook 
is for prices to abate. That’s why we 
are not committing our Members 
to three-year contracts from the 
beginning of October, when the 
current contracts expire. Instead, 
Sophie Britch and the AF Energy 
team are making a shorter 6-month 
commitment before moving 
to buying electricity in smaller 
increments. 
“Rather than re-tendering the whole 
AF energy portfolio on a single 
day,” Sophie explained, “we will be 
purchasing energy for Members in 
increments. This means we can buy at 
the best possible times. We will even 
buy a proportion of our portfolio’s 
energy requirements up to 3 years 
in advance, helping us to mitigate 
market volatility risk for members.”

Why are wholesale prices increasing?
❚ Prolonged cold winter ❚  Lack of wind
❚  Rising demand ❚  Supply disruption

Call the Ring to arrange 
WINTER CONTRACTING / HOLIDAY COVER 

❚ Muck spreading ❚ Hedge cutting ❚
❚ Dyking & Fencing ❚ 

❚ Mobile Bruising & Mixing ❚
We will also get best quotes for  
FENCING & BUILDING SUPPLIES
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BMR is looking forward to a busy winter 
training programme as outlined. We 
engage good instructors to take your 
courses so that time is well spent. Trainees 
have time away from their routine 
working day to think about health 
and safety and gain a better working 
knowledge of the subject in hand. 

Some training is best provided with your 
machinery at your site and some courses 
can be equally well provided at a different 
site. Machines used on training courses 
require to be in good working order. 
For machinery used in a lifting capacity, 
some instructors require a LOLER (Lifting 
Operations and Lifting Equipment 
Regulations 1998) certificate. To find out 
more about LOLER certificates, please 
look up HSE online. BMR can arrange 

Training with BMR
or quote for LOLER inspections if 
required.

Member discounts apply on most 
courses. Please call 01896 758091 
or email jill@ringleader.co.uk with 
your requirements.

 Training courses: (clockwise from top right):  
First Aid, chainsaw maintenance workshop, 
telehandler training at Kelso, ATV training,  
training in hand held applicator use

Scheduled Training for Autumn/Winter 2021/22
DATES MAY VARY WITH DEMAND FOR TRAINING. PLEASE CONTACT US AS  

SOON AS POSSIBLE TO ALLOW COURSE ARRANGEMENTS TO BE MADE.

Date COURSE VENUE/NOTES
5 November Photography on your phone Workshop near Melrose

TRACTOR DRIVING
17/18/19 Nov Tractor Driving Your venue / your equipment
8 & 9 November
15 & 16 November

13+ tractor driving- covering Health & 
Safety, basic maintenance, controls, 
use of trailer/3pt linkage equipment. 

St Boswells or your venue

ATV
Dates available ATV -sit astride, sit in, or skid steer 

(Argocat)
Pencaitland-dedicated track 
or your venue

LIFT TRUCKS & DIGGERS
Throughout winter Telehandler, counterbalance lift truck, 

digger, dumper-NPORS/LANTRA Your machine at your site

CHAINSAW
17/18/19 January Chainsaw maintenance & cross-cutting Your venue

BMR members -18% discount off chainsaw PPE at  
Border Chainsaw & Lawnmower Services, Earlston

ESTATE MAINTENANCE
November Handheld Trimmer/brushcutter,  

hedge cutter Please note interest

4 & 5 November Livestock fencing with gate hanging Near Duns
22 & 23 November
20 & 21 December Welding 2-day course Newtown St Boswells

Ask for dates Half day courses Abrasive wheel, 
Manual Handling, Working at Heights, 
Fire Marshall, CoSHH Awareness

St Boswells or at your site

Online anytime Rodent Control, H&S on Farms Call BMR office to register 
December Mole trapping St Boswells
1 November Safe Use of Aluminium Phosphide BMR, Earlston

Nov/Dec/Jan Emergency First Aid at Work (+F) Join a course or book a group

PESTICIDES
15 November Pesticides-Safe Use of Pesticides-training Earlston / Berwick upon Tweed
16 November Knapsack training (leading to City & Guilds 

PA6 Award) Earlston / Berwick upon Tweed

17 November Boom sprayer training (leading to City & 
Guilds PA2 Award

Venue to be confirmed 

18 November Granular and slug pellet applicator training Venue to be confirmed
19 November Pesticides Awards for Potato growers/pro-

cessors -PASC, PA12, PA11, etc Half day course at your site

Training is provided as ‘in-house’ courses, followed by City & Guilds assessments
Each candidate must have equipment to take their operator assessment with e.g. knapsack 
sprayer (assessment taken at BMR office) or boom sprayer (assessment taken at your site)

Training in Safe Use of 
Aluminium Phosphide



Woodland Management 
Plan Review

If you have a dormant woodland 
management plan from a few years 
ago that you would like to review 
or bring it into action please let us 
know.  

We have members who can help you 
get the most out of your woodland.

Members handbook
We are currently compiling our 
new Members Handbook for 

publication in January 2022. If 
you would like to place an advert, 

please contact the office for 
advertising rates.

COPY DEADLINE IS 
TUESDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2021.

Fuel Cards
Fuelcards have many potential 
benefits including discounted 
Derv. BMR can help with Fuelcards 
offering bunker prices at: Co-op, 
Lauder & Earlston, Duns Service 
Station, Eyemouth Services, 
Coldingham, Lindisfarne, A1 
Southbound, Berwick upon Tweed, 
Newcastleton Fuel Express & 
Weensland Service Station, Hawick.

Please call if you would like more 
details or to find out if you can get 
a card for your local garage.

BMR: 01896 758091

Rodent Control
Anyone wishing to purchase over 
300g of block or 150g of wheat-
based rodenticide must complete 
training in responsible rodenticide 
use. 

Lantra Awards has developed an  
online course to meet this need.

Course duration: 1.5-2 hours,  
Recertification Period:  

5 year recommendation

On successful completion of this 
course, you can download a Lantra 
Awards Certificate which can be 
used to buy appropriate farm 
rodenticides.  

Call the office to register for an 
online course or ask about an 
in-person classroom course. We 
also source competitively priced 
rodenticides – don’t miss out!.
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Visit  the BMR Ltd. website on www.ringleader.co.uk

B M R  M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

FOR THE SHOOTING 
SEASON…
Did you know you could 
buy your shotgun cartridges 
through the Ring? Join the 
other members already 
doing so and make savings.  

Call us to find out more – 
01896 758091

ULTIMATE ROAD
PRESENCE

FORD RANGER

A M PHILLIP TRUCKTECH LTD

ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR BMR MEMBERS 
CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS

 

Soil pH- Have you carried out soil analysis lately?   
If you require lime please call BMR as we can source  
and arrange spreading of lime with conventional or  
GPS equipment. Call for a full or part service.


