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During January and February there 
has been a real buzz in Leader House 
with many members taking part in 
training courses, workshops or just 
popping in to have a look around.  
The meeting rooms are available for 
hire and we may have some spare 
office units on the first floor to let 
out.

We have a number of members 
with spare capacity to help with 
any remaining winter jobs including 
ploughing, muck spreading and 
hedge-cutting. We are now taking 
requests for spring work and have 
started getting the odd request for 
harvest workers.  We find that the 
good, organised and experienced 
workers are starting to look for 
harvest work now and get snapped 
up quickly.  Give us plenty notice to 
make sure you are not disappointed. 

Straw demand has picked up 
significantly.  Supplies are limited 
which means prices have taken a 
big jump since harvest.  If you have 
spare straw to sell just let us know 

M A R C H 
RE POR T

We were delighted to 
move into our new office 

premises in Earlston on the 
15th December.  Well done to 
all the trades involved who 
did a great job.  It has been 
very satisfying bringing an old 
building back into use and the 
end result is a very functional 
office and training room which 
create an excellent working 
environment for our staff 
but also gives us more of a 
presence in the area.  It is a 
great asset for BMR.    
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MAIN OFFICE: 
Leader House,  
Mill Road, Earlston TD4 6DG 
Tel: 01896 758091;  
Fax: 01896 757036 
email: bmr@ringleader.co.uk

Manager:  
MICHAEL BAYNE  
mobile: 07968 224 302 
email: michael@ringleader.co.uk

We are…

BMR
www.facebook.com/ 
borders.machinery/

@bordersmr

assistant Manager/ training: 
JILL DICKSON  
mobile: 07866 538 347 
email: jill@ringleader.co.uk

accounts:  
SANDRA HAMILTON 
email: sandra@ringleader.co.uk

Fuel/adMinistration:  
ANN SKELDON 
email: ann@ringleader.co.uk

labour/FarM supplies
SARAH CALDER 
email: sarah@ringleader.co.uk

at the office.  We also have various 
members with silage and hay to sell.  
Fertiliser prices have continued to 
creep up over the last few months.  
Why not try us for a quote if you 
still have you’ve still to order for the 
Spring.  

If you are thinking of changing your 
pick-up this year, we currently can 
offer 15% saving on a Mitsubishi 
L200 and until 31st March you can 
get 17.5% saving on a Toyota Hilux.  
Contact Sarah in our office for more 
details.

BMR has now launched our App for 
both Apple and Android Devices.  
This can be downloaded from the 
App Store or Google Play.  The 
app allows members to submit a 
worksheet, order fuel, book on a 
training course, update availability 
and request a copy invoice.  We are 
developing the App along with two 
other machinery rings and would 
welcome your feedback.  Get in 
contact if you have any suggestions 
or issues with it. MB
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S U P P L Y  &  S U P P O R T

S P R I N G
F E R T I L I S E R

Competitive  
✺ Prices ✺

Why not give BMR a 
try for a quote
01896 758091

CONTACT BMR FOR 
ALL YOUR WOODFUEL 
REQUIREMENTS

❚  Woodchip 
❚  Pellets 
❚  Logs
❚  Delivered  

or Self Uplift
PROCESSING 
& CHIPPING 
MACHINERY 
ALSO AVAILABLE 
WITH QUALIFIED 
OPERATORS

01896  
758091

Hay for 
Sale

40 4x4 Cattle Hay
Coldstream Area

£10.00/Bale Ex Farm
Horse & Sheep Hay 

 Also Available
01896 758091

OFFICE UNITS NOW 
AVAILABLE TO RENT 

LEADER HOUSE 
EARLSTON

1ST FLOOR – 5 ROOMS 
AVAILABLE 

SIZES RANGING FROM  
110ft2 to 254ft2

Networked,  
High Speed Broadband, 

Meeting Room,  
Good Car Parking

For viewing or further 
information contact  

Michael  on
01896 758091  

michael@ringleader.co.uk

WORK 
SHEETS
Remember 
to send in your 
worksheets 
for work done 
throughout the 
Autumn for 
members. This 
can also be done 
directly from our 
website at: www.
ringleader.co.uk
Repeat business 
between 
Members that 
was originally 
a job arranged 
through the Ring 
Office should be 
billed to BMR.

Support  
the Ring – 
It is your 
Business!!
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T R A I N I N G

To Train or not to Train…What is the value of training 
staff? Is it an imposition 

on business? Does it cost too 
much in time and money? All 
valid questions and our approach 
at BMR is to provide the best 
training on the market to meet 
requirements. 

Animal Transport Tests are currently 
a hot topic for those needing to 
renew their Type 1 Transporter 
Authorisation with Animal Health. 
Requests have come in for Animal 
Transport Tests from Dumfriesshire, 
Lanarkshire, Peeblesshire, Central 
Borders and Northumberland.  
Testing takes place at the new 
BMR offices and training hub at 
Earlston. For groups of 6-16 testing 
can be provided at a venue to suit. 

Our partnership with The Scottish 
Association of Young Farmers 
(SAYFC) as part of their Cultivating 
Futures agricultural and business 
training programme has seen 
several young farmers benefit from 
training at advantageous rates. 
A group of Lanarkshire young 
farmers have just completed an 
introductory one day welding 
course using MIG & stick welders. 

Our winter training programme 
is drawing to a close, but we are 
always on hand to co-ordinate 
requests and run training as and 
when numbers of candidates allow 
or the need arises. Training can 
be organised on a one-to-one or 
group basis. 

We are indebted to host venues, 
trainers, members and non-
members who join our courses. 

Here are some comments from 
recent training: –

 Introduction to welding -Lanark:

‘Very beneficial for those  
new to welding’

‘Following the course we are 
going to buy a smaller chainsaw 

with appropriate chainsaw 
trousers as the chainsaw is over-
sized for the use it is being put to 
and the PPE is not appropriate’

Chainsaw, basic maintenance  
and cross-cutting-Selkirk:

      Sit-astride ATV-Earlston:

‘Fantastic course..superb 
instructor’

Practical Mole Trapping-St Boswells:

‘The course was fantastic. A little 
bit in the classroom then outside 

where we were shown what to look 
for and all the tricks of setting the 
trap so it is not detected, and then 

given two or three traps to set 
ourselves.  Very simple but very 

effective course’

Emergency First Aid training in progress

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

B O R D E R  M A C H I N E R Y  R I N G   MEMBER SCHEME
 Competitive Funding Options Available*

Introducing the All New Toyota Hilux

Every inch a Hilux
3 times stronger engine undercover
20 years corrosion resistance
Up to 3.5t towing capacity*
20% more rigid frame
Bigger load area
New & improved 2.4D-4D engine
Equipped like an SUV
7" Toyota Touch 2 system^
Rear view camera^
Rain and dusk sensors

ALSO DISCOUNTS ON
Land Cruiser
Proace
Rav4
Avensis
Yaris

Contact BMR office for  
further information. 

T: 01896 758091   
E: bmr@ringleader.co.uk

Smart Entry and Start  
    (Standard on Invincible/Invincible X grades)
Toyota Safety Sense†Multi-info display^
Cooled Glove Box
Full 220V Plug^

^Excludes Active grades.    
*3.2 tonnes confirmed for launch, 3.5 tonnes by year-end 2016.
†Optional on Active/Icon grades. Standard on Invincible/Invincible X grades 
*Image shown may not be to UK specification and may show accessory options.
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N E W  T E C H N O L O G Y

Many of you are already using the web worksheet to 
submit your jobs to the ring office. We have now 

developed an App to do the vast majority of things that 
most members use the Ring for.

BMR APP Launch 
for Smart Phones

You can now 
submit your 
worksheet as you 
leave the field, 
ask for any service 
we can offer, tell 
us you are free/
not free and even 
ask for a copy of 
an invoice when 
you are doing your VAT and 
cannot find the paperwork.

To get the App please go 
to the Apple App store on 
your IPhone or IPad and 
type in Borders Machinery 
Ring. For Android devices 
the App can be downloaded 
from the Google Play Store. 
Once installed onto your 
device, you log in with your 
own e-mail address and the 
password is the same for 
everyone. It is ring (all lower 
case). 

Once in the App please go to 
profile at the top right and 
fill in the details required so 

that you can tell 
it who you are 
and then it will 
not ask again. 
This way you do 
not have to put 
in your details for 
each request.

One of the things 
that we have added for your 
convenience is to re-order the 
usual volume of fuel at our 
best price with the minimum 
of clicks.

If you have any problems, 
please phone the office and 
we will lead you through it.

You should receive an email 
after your request has been 
submitted successfully – 
please contact the office 
if you have not received 
confirmation

We are very interested in your 
views of this App and how 
it can be improved. Please 
tell us and we will try to 
incorporate your ideas.

Last year RSABI, 
Scotland’s 
unique charity 
for farmers, crofters and growers, 
helped over 900 people (a number 
of whom reside in the Borders), 
up from 688 people the previous 
year at a cost to the Charity of 
around £600,000. There is no sign 
that demand for the services RSABI 
provide will decline in the years 
ahead.

Borders Machinery Ring are 
proud to support RSABI in 2017 
as a Business Supporter. The 
membership scheme is aimed at 
individuals, businesses including 
working farms, and corporate 

organisations donating 
regularly to RSABI. 

Learn more about 
how you can help 
at www.rsabi.org.
uk or call 0300 
111 4166 to join.



P L E A S E  M E N T I O N  B M R  W H E N  R E P L Y I N G  T O  A D V E R T S 5

N E W  T E C H N O L O G Y

at  
BMR Offices 
Leader House, Mill Road, 
Earlston, TD4 6DG

BMR in conjunction with Anglia 
Farmers are running a Telecoms 
and IT 2-Day event. 

You will be able to book a  
one-to-one Tech session  
with a member of the  
Anglia Farmers Technical Team. 

The event will cover:
■ Understanding your  

Smart Phone & how they 
can help your business

■ Technology Support on 
your new phone:

■ Set up of e-mails * 
dependent on email host

■ Apps

■ Social media account

■ Cloud sharing

■ Networking

■ Data transfer from one 
phone to another

TELECOMS & TECHNOLOGY 2 DAY CLINIC

Tuesday 9th & Wednesday 10th May

There will also be a range of handsets, i-pads  
and accessories on show which can be ordered.

We still have some time slots available

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BOOK PLEASE CALL ANN IN THE OFFICE on 01896 758091

GRAIN PLANT OPERATOR REQUIRED
For large arable enterprise in the Kelso area

From early August for 6 to 8 weeks

Main responsibilities: intake, storage,  
moisture reading, lab testing. Must have  

valid "all terrain" forklift certificate

For more information, please contact  

Sarah on 01896 758091

STUATIONS 
VACANT

John Deere Crawler 
Driver Required

For cultivations 2nd wk 
in Aug until end of  

October'17.Large arable 
farm near Kelso.

Contact BMR office  
for more details
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B M R  M E M B E R S '  U P D A T E

BMR:  
New 
Members

NAME Membership No.
W. Runciman & Sons  934
J. Paterson & Son  935
Cheviot Heat & Power  936
Farmstock Genetics  937
Messrs James Mitchell  938
Netherraw Forestry  939
Stevie Rolfe Cattle Services  940
D & M Grierson & Son  941 
MKM Building Supplies  942
Ruchlaw Produce Ltd  943
J. Dalton & Sons  944
Davidson Land Services  945
Adam Purves Ltd 946
Turnbull & Laing 947
R H Contracting 948
Borders College 949
P.M & A.C Gordon 950
Millantae Farms 951
Friarshawmuir 952
Border Motor Group 953
J.S. Johnston Partnership 954

Interested in discovering the 
benefits of being a member? 
Call 01896 758091 for more 

information

A BETTER WAY 
TO FUEL YOUR 
BUSINESS.
• Local bulk LPG supplier
• Local competitive pricing
• Local reliable delivery service

To find a better way to fuel your business call freephone 0808 208 0000
or visit avantigas.com

Tayforth Ad 2015.indd   1 12/01/2015   11:27

Straw Available 
4X4’S, Quadrants, 
Hesstons. Delivered or 
self pick-up

Tractor / Forklift 
Self Hire Long 
& Short Term Hire. 
Contact the BMR office 
to discuss your 2017 
requirements:  
01896 758091

Mole Catchers 
Available: 
Book now on  
01896 758091

BMR SERVICES:  
Your ‘One-Stop Shop’ FERTILISER,

SEED & LIME
H

Don’t delay  

get a quote 

today!
H

01896 
758091

ELECTRICITY
IS YOUR CONTRACT UP 
FOR RENEWAL SOON?

Contact BMR for a 
quote. We can access 

competitive prices 
through our link with 

Anglia Farmers. Contact 
Ann at the BMR office  

01896 758091

❚ Tel: 01750 23200
❚ Fax: 01750 22803
❚ e: info@bordersprint.com
❚ www.bordersprint.co.uk

SPRING OFFER - 10% DISCOUNT  
FOR ALL BMR MEMBERS!

2/4 West Port, Selkirk  TD7 4DG 
For a complete design, print and stationery service

bordersprint ltd.

bo
rdersprint

ltd.

established 1989

28
•YEARS•
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There will be an opportunity for local 
farmers to get involved with their local 
monitor farm and join the business 
group and management group which 
will be established for each farm.

Douglas Bell, Head of Industry 
Development at QMS is delighted with 
the diversity of farm types that are 
involved in the programme. 

“The monitor farms that have been 
selected represent a wide range of 
farm and business types and range 
from traditional family farms to larger 
integrated agribusinesses,” said Mr Bell.

Gavin Dick of AHDB Cereals & 
Oilseeds was keen to highlight that, 
although spread across Scotland, the 
nine monitor farms will work closely 
together throughout the programme. 

“The farms involved will be examining 
all aspects of their farm business and 
will establish a network of information 
that farmers across Scotland can 
access,” said Mr Dick.

He added: “This whole farm approach, 
while still maintaining sector 
specialisms, will help Scottish farmers 
to make real developments in changing 
farm business management practices, 
resulting in improved agricultural 
efficiency, environmental management 
and helping to mitigate climate 
change.”

 Borders - Whitriggs
Whitriggs Farm, near Denholm is run 
by Robert and Lesley Mitchell and their 
son Stuart.

The Mitchells, who are keen to both 
develop their farm business and 
safeguard it for future generations, 
currently farm 442 hectares of mainly 
semi-permanent and permanent 
grassland. They also grow approximately 
40 hectares of winter wheat and oats 
for feeding their stock. The farm rises 
from 400 feet to 1,400 feet and includes 
local landmark Rubers Law. 

The Mitchells have 140 suckler cows 
which are a combination of Beef 
Shorthorn cross and Aberdeen Angus 

Nine new Monitor Farms have recently been launched across 
Scotland, including in the Borders (Whitriggs) and Lothians 

(Preston Hall & Saughland). The objective of the Monitor Farm 
Scotland programme is to help improve the productivity,  
profitability and sustainability of farm businesses through  
practical demonstrations, the sharing of best practice and the  
group approach to addressing industry issues.

On the Borders Farm Track 

cross. Also  1000 Lleyn ewes which 
are put to either a Lleyn, Suffolk 
or Hampshire tup. 

Whilst the family are fairly happy 
with their current calving and 
lambing percentages, they feel 
there is still room for improvement 
with the help of the community 
group of local farmers that will 
support the farm throughout the 
three year project.

Preston Hall and Saughlands farm 
are near Pathhead in Midlothian, 
although separate businesses, the two 
farms have maintained close links since 
the estate was divided into three 20 
years ago, and are positive that their 
partnership will strengthen as they 
work together as a joint monitor farm.

Prestonhall Farms is an arable enterprise 
of 660 hectares growing cereals and 
oilseeds on a five year rotation while 
nearby Saughland Farm comprises of 
320 hectares with 70 hectares of arable 
land, 1,900 breeding sheep and 55 
suckler cows where all progeny is sold 
finished or retained for breeding.

The project will be hosted jointly by 
their respective farm managers Bill 
Gray and Peter Eccles, both of whom 
see a lot of potential in collaborating 
more closely over the course of the 
project. Their situation is unlike any 
of the other monitor farms, and will 
create the opportunity to develop the 
concept of collaboration further, and 

 Lothians – Preston Hall & Saughlands Farm

demonstrate the opportunities for 
other farmers in working together to 
spread costs and ensure resources are 
efficiently utilised.

Prestonhall Farms manager Bill Gray, 
says: “At the moment we do share some 
resources, for example contract work 
on land and occasionally staff, on an ad 
hoc basis. However, I hope that through 
this programme we will develop those 
links further and with more structure.”

Farm manager of neighbouring 
Saughland Farm, Peter Eccles, is of 
the same mind. “I applied to become 
a monitor farmer because I wanted 
to ensure Saughland is moving in the 
right direction in creating a financially 
and environmentally sustainable 
business for the future. I am focused 
on analysing our performance to make 
better informed decisions. Working 
with Bill will allow us to develop our 
current collaboration into something 
more structured, drawing on each 
other’s expertise and sharing resources 
efficiently.”

The monitor farms programme is 
being funded by £1.25million secured 
from the Scottish Government and 
European Union’s Knowledge Transfer 
and Innovation Fund. It is run jointly 
by Quality Meat Scotland (QMS) and 
AHDB Cereals & Oilseeds. 

For more details and further meeting 
dates, please contact project 
facilitator Stephen Young, 07502 
339613, Stephen.young@saos.coop

Robert & Lesley Mitchell  
and son Stuart

Bill Gray and Peter Eccles
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TRAINING
BMR – The  
one stop shop  
for all your training 
requirements.
❚ Forklift truck
❚  ATV
❚  Spraying
❚  Chainsaw
❚  Construction
❚  Tractor driving
❚  Computer
❚  First Aid
❚  Sheep shearing
❚  Dry stone dyking and fencing
❚  Pest control
❚  Towing a trailer; B + E training
❚  Animal transport testing

Borders Machinery Ring Ltd.
Leader House, Mill Road
Earlston  TD4 6DG
t: 01896 758091  
e: bmr@ringleader.co.uk
www.ringleader.co.uk
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Registered in Scotland 
Reg No. SP02303R.  

BMR acts as an agent only and 
not as a principal

DESIGN: WWW.BORDERSPRINT.CO.UK

or follow us  
on Twitter!  
- @bordersmr

For up-to -date 
information:

www.ringleader.
co.uk

What will 2017 hold for our grass leys?
Areas, grazing categories, basic and greening payments will 
still be in the balance for many, but if you intend to change 
your grass or include grass is in your cropping plan, give BMR 
a ring for seed. Our ranges are from the SAC Recommended 
lists and can be fine-tuned to meet your needs. We can also 
source your forage and game plot mixtures. 

Call BMR for Grass & Forage Seed 01896 758091

Grass seed

Farmers are being asked 
to provide their award 
number for the Certificate 
of Competence in Transport 
of Animals to renew their 
Transporter Authorisation 
with Animal Health.

If you require this City & 
Guilds Award, please contact 
the BMR office. 

The test takes the form of 
a computer multiple choice 

test and is run at the BMR 
office in Earlston.

For groups of 10 or more, 
this test can be provided at 
other locations within the 
BMR area.

Transport of Animals for Short Journeys


