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It is hard to believe we have 
now been in our new office in 
Earlston for just over a year. The 

difference it has made to BMR as a 
business overall is significant.  As 
well as the importance of being a 
modern, comfortable place for our 
staff to work, the central location is 
proving very popular with members 
for training courses. Training 
provision is becoming a real growth 
area of the business and we have 
just recently hosted our first Farm 
Bookkeeping course which proved 
very popular. Legislative courses 
such as Forklift, Spraying, Chainsaw, 
ATV & First Aid continue to be in 
demand. Let us know if you would 
like to book a course or refresher in 
advance so we can coordinate dates 
with trainers and assessors.

MAIN OFFICE: 
Leader House,  
Mill Road, Earlston TD4 6DG 
Tel: 01896 758091  
Fax: 01896 757036 
email: bmr@ringleader.co.uk

Manager:  
MICHAEL BAYNE  
mobile: 07968 224 302 
email: michael@ringleader.co.uk

We are…

BMR
assistant Manager/ training: 
JILL DICKSON  
mobile: 07866 538 347 
email: jill@ringleader.co.uk

accounts:  
SANDRA HAMILTON 
email: sandra@ringleader.co.uk

Fuel/adMinistration:  
ANN SKELDON 
email: ann@ringleader.co.uk

labour/FarM supplies
SARAH CALDER 
email: sarah@ringleader.co.uk

training support / adMin
KATHLEEN LOFTHOUSE
email: kathleen@ringleader.co.uk

BMR has been a member of 
SAOS (Scottish Agricultural 
Organisation Society) since 
our inception and has worked 
closely with them over 
the years in various areas 
of business development 
including Director & Staff 
training, strategy workshops 
and specific member projects.

Recently, SAOS have been 
working on a few projects 
with BMR. Firstly, a member 
value project which aims to 
measure and report how 
BMR delivers value to our 
members. Through two 
member focus groups, SAOS recently 
gathered feedback which will be 
analysed to create a statement 
that will demonstrate the value of 
membership to existing, new and 
prospective members. 

We have also carried out a 
communications review to make sure 
we are communicating in the best 
possible way with our members.  The 
E-mail updates have received very 
positive feedback and keep members 
updated with news and special 
offers. 

Social media including Facebook and 
Twitter is continuing to be a useful 
tool and is something we cannot 
ignore as the next generation use 
this medium more. On that note 
we have just set up a BMR Next 
Generation group aiming to engage 
with the younger generation of 
existing BMR members. This group 
will find out more about BMR and 
Co-operation within agriculture 
and will have the opportunity for 
personal development through 
training, seminars and farm visits.
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Our fellow machinery ring Ringlink 
up in North East Scotland has, over 
the last five years, pioneered a Land-
Based Internship Programme to 
address the difficulties of recruiting 
young people into the rural sector. 
The work-based scheme is run in 
collaboration with SRUC over 26 
weeks including a three-week 
residential induction which involves 
a range of activities and certified 
training. Farmer mentors play a 
crucial but rewarding role on the 
placement with a huge responsibility 
not only providing the young 
person with practical knowledge 
but providing an environment to 
encourage a good work ethic as well 
as social and communication skills. 
There is now an ambition to role 
the scheme out nationally through 
local machinery rings if demand 
can be demonstrated to Scottish 
Government. If you are interested in 
finding out more about the scheme 
either as a candidate or a farmer 
mentor please let us know at the 
BMR office. MB

www.facebook.com/ 
borders.machinery/ @bordersmr
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N E W  D I R E C T O R  /  N E W  T E C H N O L O G Y

BMR App for hand-held devices
Many of you are already 

using the web worksheet 
to submit your jobs to the ring 
office. We have now developed 
an App to do the vast majority 
of things that most members use 
the Ring for.

You can now submit your 
worksheet as you leave the field, 
ask for any service we can offer, 
tell us you are free/not free and 
even ask for a copy of an invoice 
when you are doing your VAT and 
cannot find the paperwork.

To get the App please 
go to the Apple App 
store on your IPhone 
or IPad and type in 
Borders Machinery Ring. For 
Android devices the App can be 
downloaded from the Google Play 
Store. Once installed onto your 

device, you log in with your own 
e-mail address and the password is 
the same for everyone. It is r i n g 
(all lower case). 

Once in the App please go to 
profile at the top right and fill in 
the details required so that you 

can tell it who you are 
and then it will not ask 
again. This way you do 
not have to put in your 
details for each request.

One of the things that we have 
added for your convenience is 
to re-order the usual volume of 

fuel at our best price with the 
minimum of clicks.

If you have any problems, please 
phone the office and we will lead 
you through it.

You should receive an email after 
your request has been submitted 
successfully – please contact the 
office if you have not received 
confirmation

We are very interested in your 
views of this App and how it can 
be improved. Please tell us and we 
will try to incorporate your ideas.

Originally from West Cornwall, I met my wife (originally from 
Somerset) at Morebattle Tofts thanks to a joint 21st and 50th 

Playfair party. We now have two children, a boy aged 5 and girl aged 3 
and another due in May. 

I graduated from Harper Adams in 2008 and moved to Berwickshire with 
Farmcare as a trainee manager. In 2010 we moved to the Co-ops’ estate 
near Goole, East Yorkshire, where I started as assistant manager and was 
then promoted to manager in 2011. 

We moved back to Scotland, to Mertoun, in June 2015 as farm manager 
to take over from Charlie Stewart who was retiring after 33 years here. 
We are cropping 1,800ha of winter wheat, barley, oats, OSR and seed 
potatoes and grow vining peas for SBP. There is plenty going on  
at Mertoun as we work towards the next 33 years of  
sustainable agriculture (and beyond)!

New BMR Director: 
Jack Parsons
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T R A I N I N G

Have you considered taking a day out to learn  
or refresh your first aid skills? 
Our instructor will take you through the course  
as outlined below:
• Principles of First Aid 
• Emergency action planning, First aid at work requirements
• How to make a decision?
• Collapsed casualty
• CPR + defibrillator
• Illnesses – Asthma, diabetes, heart attack,  

stroke, siezures, anaphalaxis
• Bleeding – Trauma bleeds including  

chainsaw and machinery
• Damage problems, including fall from height
• Environmental issues – hypothermia,  

hyperthermia, lyme disease

The course is contextualized in an outdoor situation where help 
may be up to 30mins away.

Emergency First Aid at Work training with BASL

The course was really good, 
and I enjoyed it.  It was far 
better than the course I did 
in 2010.  The instructor 
was exceptionally good at 
motivating and teaching. 
She involved everybody 
and made sure by the end 
of the day you had a good 
grasp of the key elements 
of emergency first aid.  
By working through 
different scenarios with 
different people it was very 
engaging and put you under 
pressure at times but in a 
good way.
As part of a small team, the 
course is vitally important 
to our business, and useful 
too, to have as an individual 
just in case life throws 
something at you where the 
training would hopefully 
kick in.
The venue was first class 
as far as I am concerned.

 -Farmer, Duns

This event was very 
informative and I learned a lot.

 -Student nurse attendee

TESTIMONIALS:

 -Farmer, Lauder

Excellent course. Far more 
relevant to outdoor work 
and remote locations than 
previous course I have done.

 -BMR member, Macbiehill

Jen was brilliant. Thoroughly 
explained everything. Very 
informative. Plenty hands 
on. Not one of these boring 
death by PowerPoint 
courses.

 Emergency First Aid at 
Work runs throughout the 
year. Next course date- 17th 
May at BMR, Earlston. Please 
call for available spaces. 

 For groups of 6+ this can 
be organised at a venue to 
suit-must be booked well in 
advance.

Join our Lantra Rodent Control course on 
2nd May and gain lots of practical advice.

The course is approved by the Campaign 
for Responsible Rodenticide Use (CRRU) 
and is designed to help people plan and 
carry out rat and mouse control in an 
agricultural setting. The course provides 
much practical advice and there is a 
chance for group discussion.

TESTIMONIALS:

“Lots of helpful information, really easy 
to learn, nice environment to work in, 
with a good instructor”

“Very good course, combining the 
legal requirements and the practical 
knowledge of the presenter”

“The instructor had exceptional 
knowledge on rodent control and best 
practises”

“All put over in an interesting way which 
involved good two way flow”

“Best course I have ever attended”

 This course can also be taken online. It 
is assessed and on successful completion 
you can print a certificate of training. 
Please call Jill to book with BMR discount. 

Anyone wishing to use metallic 
phosphides (aluminium phosphide) 
should take The Safe Use of Aluminium 
Phosphide for Vertebrate Pest Control 
training and Level 2 
Award in The Safe 
Use of Aluminium 
Phosphide for 
Vertebrate Pest 
Control.

Rodent Control with  
plenty of practical advice
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E V E N T  N E W S

29th May – 9th June 2018
Walk – Volunteer – Donate

Sponsored by

#gregorsWAY18

Scottish Charity No. SC009828Walk Across Scotland

Walk for a day and help raise funds for RSABI 
#gregorsWAY18@RSABI

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GregorCaldwell
For more information or to enter contact Jill Sloan, RSABI Development Officer

Email: jill.sloan@rsabi.org.uk  or  Tel: 07725 629181

Day Date Route Distance (Miles)
1 Tuesday 29th May Portpatrick to Newluce 22.5
2 Wednesday 30th May Newluce to Bargrennan 17.5
3 Thursday 31st May Bargrennan to St John’s Town of Dalry 22
4 Friday 1st June St John’s Town of Dalry to Sanquhar 26
5 Saturday 2nd June Sanquhar to Wanlockhead 8
6 Sunday 3rd June Wanlockhead to Beattock 20
7 Monday 4th June Beattock to St Mary’s Loch 21
8 Tuesday 5th June St Mary’s Loch to Traquair 12
9 Wednesday 6th June Traquair to Galashiels 13

10 Thursday 7th June Galashiels to Lauder 12
11 Friday 8th June Lauder to Longformacus 15
12 Saturday 9th June Longformacus to Cockburnspath 17.5

206.5
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S U P P L Y  &  S U P P O R T

Anglia Farmers 
membership 
As a BMR Member you benefit 

from an Associate Membership to Anglia 
Farmers. This gives you access to competitive 
deals through your BMR account on Chemicals, 
Electricity, Bulk Gas, Mobile Phones and much 
more. Contact BMR for further details: 

01896 758091

We understand that farmers 
operate in an increasingly 
challenging and complex 
environment, where Brexit will 
undoubtedly have an effect 
on the short and medium term 
UK Crop Protection market. 
With most products traded 
in US Dollars or the Euro, 
the continued weakness of 
Sterling will inevitably put 
pressure on price positions in 
the UK. However, the bigger 
challenge facing the industry is 
linked to the loss of key actives 
due to increasing regulatory 
requirements. 

Key active ingredients such 
as triazoles, which form the 
backbone of disease control in 
cereals, are facing re-registration 
concerns, further complicated 
by the increasing resistance 
challenges such as the SDHI 
sensitivity shifts to Septoria. Over 
the last few months we have 
seen the loss of several product 
groups, where the main active 
has been revoked and the sale, 
distribution and use-up time has 
been implemented, sometimes 
unexpectedly and quickly. We 
are likely to see more of these 
revocations over the next few 
years and need to work closely 
with the manufacturers to 
understand which products are 
likely to be affected and the 
timelines involved.

Crop protection manufacturers 
continue to face increasing 

Managing change through collaboration

LINDY BLANCHARD, AF Crop Protection General Manager

regulatory hurdles, significantly 
increasing their costs of 
maintaining current product 
registrations and obtaining new 
product approvals. For  
R & D manufacturers bringing 
a new active ingredient to the 
global market today, it can take 
between 8 to 10 years with 
estimated costs of upwards of 
$260 million per molecule. 

The start of 2018 has brought 
with it supply chain challenges, 
mainly due to changes in China. 
The government has introduced 
new environmental legislation, 
which has forced many chemical 
factories to close. China is a 
major player in the global supply 
chain of many products, both for 
generic and also R&D companies. 
Many of the common products 
used in the UK market today 
have either the production of the 
active, or the key formulation 
intermediates, integrated into 
Chinese production. So any 
reduction in production capacity 
has a major impact on product 
availability.

So, now, more than ever, 
there is a need to manage and 
understand the supply chain, 
not just at a local level but 
also globally. By working in 
collaboration across all aspects 
of the supply chain, we aim to 
manage this change for the best 
interest of our members. As a 

result, supply for 
our members 
has been secured with our key 
suppliers. At AF Crop Protection 
we always aim to negotiate the 
best pricing and terms, as well as 
supply, security and continuity. 

Working with our members, 
agronomists and suppliers, we 
can provide accurate forecasts on 
product volumes and anticipate 
market trends. For example, on 
sugar beet products we know 
that last year was a big increase 
in volumes, as the area of beet 
planted increased by almost 30% 
versus the previous year. Product 
carry over from last year is very 
low with limited stocks remaining 
in the supply chain. Therefore, 
with an increase in area planted 
this spring, we have already 
anticipated a further increase 
in demand of key sugar beet 
products and secured supply. 

During this period of complex 
change and market volatility, 
the role AF plays becomes even 
more important. No matter what 
source of agronomic advice you 
use, AF Crop Protection can help 
you monitor your variable costs 
and ensure you receive the best 
terms available in the market. 

To find out more about how you 
could manage change through 
collaboration, please contact 
the AF Crop Protection team.

FERTILISER,

SEED & LIME
H

Don’t delay  

get a quote 

today!
H

01896 
758091

ELECTRICITY
IS YOUR CONTRACT UP 
FOR RENEWAL SOON?

Contact BMR for a 
quote. We can access 

competitive prices 
through our link with 

Anglia Farmers. Contact 
Ann at the BMR office  

01896 758091
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B M R  M E M B E R S '  U P D A T E

SCOTTISH MACHINERY RINGS
Working in partnership with Case IH dealers and the SMRA saves members 
up to £11/hp on all Case IH products.

The process is simple. Visit your Case IH Dealership to select your new 
Case IH tractor, combine or baler and complete a deal. Then ask your local 
machinery ring for claim details or visit www.scottishmachineryrings.co.uk 

To organise a demonstration visit www.bit.ly/caseih-dealer-locator

Ts & Cs apply. Business purposes only. This is not a contractual offer and is subject to changes in prices, supply 
terms, law or interest rates and may be withdrawn at the discretion of CNH Industrial Capital. Finance is subject to 
status (credit approval). Picture for illustrative purposes only.

www.caseih.com

RETROSPECTIVE CASE IH REBATES

DEALERS (Main Depots)

Balgownie Ltd, Inverurie 
01467 621493

Everitt & Marshall Ltd, Hexham  
01434 603194

G Marshall Tractors Ltd,  
St Boswells  
01835 823240

Glenside Tractors, 
Campbeltown  
01586 553624

J & W Tait Ltd, Kirkwall 
01856 872490

J Low Agri Services, Kelty 
01383 830220

Mark Garrick Ltd, Elgin 
01343 860556

Paxtons, Alnwick 
01665 605577

RC Dalgleish, Lockerbie 
01576 202422

Ramsay & Jackson,  
Mauchline  
01290 550329

WA Geddes Ltd, Wick 
01955 602207

WM Rose & Sons Ltd,  
West Linton  
01968 660777

Borders 
01896 758091

Caithness 
01847 831378

HBS Ring 
01463 811603

Lothian 
0131 339 
8730

Orkney 
01856 879080

Ringlink Scotland  
01561 377790

Rural Services Scotland 
01738 550101

Southwest 
01387 257270 

Tayforth 
01577 830616

MACHINERY RINGS

FORAGE WANTED
If you have any spare 
silage, hay or straw 

available please let us 
know at the office so 
we can add it to our 

database

01896 758091

STRAW WANTED
We still have a very 

strong demand for all 
types of straw if you 
think you may have 

some spare

01896 758091

SMALL 
ADS

SPRING FIELD WORK
We have Members with 

spare capacity for all Spring 
Ploughing, Cultivations and 

Drilling Requirements.

BMR allows you to access 
skilled operators with the latest 

machinery and technology

SCOTTISH MACHINERY RINGS
                 CASE IH Ring Rebate £
Quantum 560
Farmall A & C 560
Luxxum 855
Maxxum 1015
Puma/Puma cvx up to inc 175 1090
Puma/Puma cvx 185 & above 2040
Optum 2230
MAGNUM 2420
Magnum RowTrac 2800
STX 3275
R BALER 665
B BALER 1750
COMBINE 3275

 Case IH Rebate 2018

Toyota deals available to Members

TOYOTA HILUX:

18% members'  

discount!

TOYOTA RAV4 
(deisel only):

24% members'  

discount!

Increased discount for BMR members on Toyota 
Hilux abd Rav4 for vehicles registered before 
31st March 2018. Terms and conditions apply. 
Contact Sarah at BMR for further information. 

01896 758091

PLANT HIRE: Large &  
Small; Short & Long  
term

Contact Ann on  
01896 758091 
to arrange a quote
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T R A I N I N G

Members may be 
interested to know 
that you now have the 
opportunity to study 
online for several useful 
industry certificates. 

At present Lantra has 
courses covering:
❚ Health & Safety on 

Farms 
❚ Rodent Control on Farms 
❚ Responsible & Effective 

Control of Rodents 
❚ Professional Wasp & 

Bee Control 
❚ Professional Bed Bug 

Control 

FINANCIAL 
RECORDING FOR THE 
FARM BUSINESS
The Institute of 
Agricultural Secretaries 
and Administrations 
(IagSA) recently held a 
two-day course at BMR in 
Earlston called Financial 
Recording for the Farm 
Business. 

The course, aimed at 
those running their own 
farm business or anybody 
looking to start a career 
in Farm Administration, 
has been designed 
to give the farmer a 
better understanding of 
their accounts and the 
preparation of these for 
their accountant. For 
the Farm Administrator 
it is valuable to increase 
background knowledge 
of software programs 
and provide professional 
certification.

The course took place 
during the snow at the 
beginning of February, 
and it was testament to 
their determination that 
all 12 delegates arrived 
virtually on time from 
as far afield as Newton 
Stewart, Lockerbie, 
Balmedie, Arbroath, 
Lothians & Borders. 

Feedback was extremely 
positive with all 
anticipating a benefit 
to their business or 
employer. 

Please get in touch if 
you are interested in 
Farm Accounts and 
Administration training. 
BMR would like to run 
courses over the winter 
which help your business.

© 2007 Uyen Le

TRAINING
BMR – The  
one stop shop  
for all your training  
requirements.
❚ Forklift truck
❚  ATV
❚  Spraying
❚  Chainsaw
❚  Construction
❚  Tractor driving
❚  Computer
❚  First Aid
❚  Dry Stone Dyking  

and Fencing
❚  Pest control
❚  Animal Transport  

Testing
❚  Bookkeeping &  

Administration
Leader House, Mill Road
Earlston  TD4 6DG
t: 01896 758091  
e: bmr@ringleader.co.ukB
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Registered in 
Scotland 
Reg No. 

SP02303R.  

BMR acts as  
an agent only 
and not as a 

principal

www.ringleader.co.uk
For speedy access 

to our website 

use your tablet or 

smartphone  

QR reader app to…

Find us on  
Facebook:

/borders.machinery/

Or follow us  
on Twitter:
/bordersmr

online training courses

❚ Litter Picking and 
Environmental 
Maintenance

These courses are 
assessed and on 
successful completion 
you can print your 
certificate. 

Please call to register 
for courses; this is very 
quick and BMR members 
will receive a discount. 

Health & Safety  
on Farms
This course is designed 
to help employees and 
contractors working 
on farm or agricultural 
premises.

It could be used for 
new starter inductions, 
new contractors or 
refresher for existing 
employees and 
contractors.

Once you have 
successfully completed 
and passed the 
knowledge assessment 
you will be able to 
download or print a 
certificate of training.

This course covers 
training and 
assessment for the 
knowledge, legislation 
and best practices 
when working on 
farms or agricultural 
premises.

It details where 
essential information 
can be found 
e. g. The 
HSE booklet 
'Farmwise'
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B M R  M E M B E R S '  U P D A T E

T hanks to all members who have been helping out with 
Snow Clearance for Scottish Borders Council over the last 

few days. We have had over 50 Tractor and Snow Ploughs, 
Telehandlers and Loading Shovels on the go. It was a great 
effort and much appreciated in the local community. 

The Beast from the East…

Connon Farms clearing snow in the Gordon & Greenlaw area

BMR: New Members
NAME Membership No.

Interested in becoming a member? Call 01896 758091

A BETTER WAY 
TO FUEL YOUR 
BUSINESS.
• Local bulk LPG supplier
• Local competitive pricing
• Local reliable delivery service

To find a better way to fuel your business call freephone 0808 208 0000
or visit avantigas.com

Tayforth Ad 2015.indd   1 12/01/2015   11:27

Enquiries: 
Call BMR 

01896 758091

Stuart Crichton  1060
Elliot Henderson & Son Ltd  1059
Penmar Farming Limited  1058
N & N Hindmarsh Ltd  1057
Craig Wilson  1056
Miss Linda Sim  1055
Dr Howard Gate  1054
J E M Vestey  1053
Riskinhope Trust  1052
Chapelhope Trust  1051
Benson Wemyss Farms  1050
P W Hedley  1049
Messrs Kennedy Ltd  1048
Old Melrose Estate  1047
W J Henderson & Sons  1046
M S Woodside & Co  1045
Peter Ferguson & Co  1044
Ross Montague  1043
Haregills Farming Co  1042
Drew Plant Hire Glendinning 1041
Mrs P Ralston  1040
Mr & Mrs I Scott Aiton 1039
W & S Mcclelland  1038
Ruth Rowlands 1037
Raymond Wood 1036
FA,JM & KR Graves 1035
Scott Young & Sons Ltd 1034
Buccleuch Recreational Ent 1033
Scottish Borders Donkey Str 1032

Cathy Scaife 1030
D & G Macneill 1029
J A Dent & Sons 1028
H & V E Jolly 1027
J & I Garth 1026
Clearwinner Innovation Ltd 1025
D A Harrison 1024
Crosby House Farm 1023
W R & J E Dixon 1022
Messrs Dalgliesh 1021
Wilson Of Woodside Ltd 1020
Messrs Miller 1019
Kmg Services Cumbria Ltd 1018
M & C A Watson 1017
Messrs C W Harrington 1016
J M & G J Dockeray 1015
J J & J Benson & Sons 1014
H R Henderson & Son 1013
Blencogo House Farm Ltd 1012
Messrs W Miller 1011
W Rawling & Son 1010
T C Rawsthorn & Son 1009
Messrs Donald 1008
Sws Agri Services 1007
G & N A Bainbridge Messrs 1006
Chalkside Farming Co Ltd 1005
J F Brockbank & Son 1004
Bowsden Hall Farm 1003
J Mcmillan 1002
R & T M Postlethwaite 1001


